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DCHX SUMIZL

OVIRSIGET EEZARING OX RONGEILAP,

PURSVAXT T0 P.1L. 99-239
Thursday, Xovemdex 16, 1989

House of Representatives,

Subcomnittee on Insular and International
Affaixs,

Comnittee on Intezrior and Insular Affaizs,

Nashington, D. C.

The subcomnittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:40 a.m., in
Room 1324, longworth Nouse Office Building, Eon. Ron de Lugo
[chaizman of the sudbcommittee], presiding.
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6
7 Thursday, XNovember 16, 1989
8
9 Eouse of Representatives,
10 Sudbcommittee on Insulaxr and Intexnational
11 Affaizxs,
12 Comnittee on Intexrior and Insular Affaizs,
13 Nashington, D. C.
14
{ 15
.16 The subcommittee met, pursuant ¢to call, at 10:40 a.m., 4in

17] Room 1324, longworth Nouse O0ffice Building, Non. Ron de lugo

18] [chairman of the subcommittee], presiding.
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STATININT OF JONX L. BMEIXEARDY, PRINCIPAL DEPUTY ASSISTANT

SECRETARY, DEFINSE PROGRAMS, U.S. DIPARTMIXT OF ENERGY

NMr. BIIXEARDY. Thank you, Mr. Chaizman. I appreciate the
zemark adout not being zesponsidle, dut I think that you and
other mendexrs of the comnittee have I think adegquately
charactexrized that any citizen of this country does have a
responsidbility. I sh;xo in that view, along wuith you and
msenders of this body.

Nr. DE LUGO. I thank you foxr that observation.

Nr. BEIXNHARDT. ZThank you, six.

It is a pleasure foxr me to appear before you this morning.
As you introduced me, I am the Principal Deputy for Defense
Prograns, Department of Enexrgy.

As you are well aware, since the confirmation of Adairal
Watkins in Yebruary of this year, he had made as one of his
top pricrities the institution of a new culture within the
Department that places great o;fhnsis on the impoxrtance of
the environaent, safety and h.t}th matters, and particularly
those related to the defense .;;lications Nithin the
Department. UNe has sddressed these aress very vigorously
snd aggressively, and major reviews are underway in
literally every category of activity within the Department,
be they weapons production ©r zesearch activities, with a

vien towazrd safety and health factoxrs, as %ell as the
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environment.

Today's hearing, Mx. Chairman, is the £ixst opportunity
that I think any mesber of the Department has had to appear
before you and perhaps represent this new culture embdodied
in Admiral Watkins. The sudbject of this heaxing is of
utmost concern to us. Let me begin Dby setting forth some of
the background.

Ne, as & country, accept full responsidility for
conpensation to the citizens of the Marshall Islands
resulting fxom the Bravo event, as well as other testing
between 1946 and 1958.

As you are well aware, the Compact of Free Association
dct, passed in 1986, provided for a full and £inal
settlement of claims arising £rom the nuclear testing
program. This Act also required, under section 103(h) that
the Department of Enexgy shall continue to provide special
medical caxe and logistical support to the remaining membders
of the population who were exposed to radiation by the Bravo
event. .

Finally, the Act zoquixod.‘undcx section 103(i), that the
data of the Department of Energy relating to the
zadiological conditions on Rongelap resulting f£rom the test
be revieved Dby a qualified scientist. Dr. Nenxy Kohn,
mentioned earliexr today., was selected as this independent

expert to conduct this review, and he will de presenting his
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£indings later defore the committee.

Xevertheless, Nr. Chairman, the Secretary xecognizes this
comnittee’'s deep and legitimate concern on this matter and
intends to give the issues raised by the Rongelap pecple an
additional xeview. I can assure you and the Rongelap pecple
that such a review will be done as expeditiously as
possidble. e plan to repoxrt the results of this
comprehensive review, which will also include a zeview of
the assemnbdled data, Dy next summer.

Let me hasten to add that the technical data in support of
the Department’'s current position has been reviewed by
numerous expexrts and the Rongelap Reassessmant Project.
Therefore, we stand by these data. Dec 28 / A—

A meeting betwean xepresentatives of the Rongelapese and
the Secretary's Panel for the Evaluation of Epideamiology
Reseazrch Activities within the Department has been scheduled
foxr next month. This session is ¢o permit the Rongelapese
to shaxe their views with acknowledged experts charged mith
revieuing the Department's ovcqul epidenioclogy program.

The executive director of that Sanol has assured
Departasntal officials that the input of the Rongelap pecple
Will de considexed in examnining the methods and processes

currently used by BOI to davelop its policy in matters whe:re

epideniology is important in zesolving fssues.

e plan to also invite the views of those within DOZ who
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have uorked on these issues for many yesars, as wall as D:r.
Kohn 0% the Rongelap Resssessment Project, and we will
invite the sttendance of the Scientific Advisoxy Panel of
the XNucleazr Claims Tribunal, ss estadlished under the
Compact Act.

In summary, Mr. Chairman, and meadexrs of the sudbcommittee,
We pledge to you that with the cooperation of the Rongelap
people, the Deparitment of Energy will conduct an additional
Teview on the issues raised and uill odjectively evaluate
their merits. It is our intention that this xeview be
completed within six months.

I thank the comaittee foxr the chance to appear before you,
and I will take any questions that you may have.

[The statement of John L. Meinhardt follows: |
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Mr. DI 1UGO. 1let me say, 3ecretary Heinhardt, this is
very good news that you've dbrought to this ocommittee. I
mean, we have deen getting the run around and we've baen
dealing with .d-iﬁistz.tions that have deen intransigent in
the past. You Just tell Admiral Watkins that it's good to
have him adoard. I am very pleased with what you have said
here this mozrning to this committee.

First of all, your statement is a very dold one, where you
say the United States accepts £ull xesponsibility fox
conpensation to citizens of the Marshall Islands resulting
fxom the nuclear testing program conducted £xom 1946 to
1958, where you'zre setting up a program that we wuould expect
to get a conclusion within six months~--is that correct?

Mr. MEIXNARDT. <That's zight, sir.

Kxr. DI LUGOD. I'm very pleased.

I want to asX you to take a message back to Secretary
Watkins, that this subcommittee is very appreciative of the
new approach, or as you refer to it, the new culture at the
Znexrgy Department. Believe me, it is welcomed. We would
like to see more of that. ldni;ul Watkins is to Dde
comnended.

For the first time within my memory--and I've been a meale
of this committee and Congress for many, many years--the
Departaent of Enexgy is willing to take an objective--and I

stress the word "'objective''--new look at the position it




